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Author’s note:
This is the final paper in a series of three that I have written
which provides guidance to others who may be interested in
tracing their ancestral roots in India. The first paper was
written on 3 May 2009 and the second on 5 May 2009. The
papers have deliberately been divided into three series to avoid
information overload and to try and keep important phases of
the process somewhat separated.
The first paper focussed on how to go about getting a copy of
the ancestor’s immigration pass from the National Archives of
Fiji.
The second paper focussed on what preliminary research are required to understand the various
components of the immigration pass to be able to put everything in a proper context.
This paper will focus on finding the ancestral village in India and if possible relatives. The guidance
and recommendations are based on my personal experiences that led to the recent success in making
contact with relatives in India. It is my humble wish to provide as much information as possible to
assist others, who may wish to pursue the challenge to discover their roots in India without
unnecessary complications.

Background
In Part 2 of the paper, I went through the recommended processes to better understand the
ancestral immigration pass obtained from the National Archives of Fiji.
I suggested that you give the immigration pass the respect it needs as some of us may be seeing it as
the only belonging of our ancestors especially when one had not seen them personally. I also
suggested that you try and understand the pass and start some research on it.
Once you have followed the recommended steps/suggestions and have all the basic data on hand,
the phase of trying to find information from mainland India gets very crucial. So the next obvious
question that springs to mind is…

What to do Next?
Once I came to this stage, I devoted lots of time in exploring on the Internet and trying to spread
my message to as many individuals as I could to seek some guidance and assistance. This was
important as I had never been to India and wanted to prepare for the trip as much as possible.
I will briefly describe the processes I went through so that you can avoid it in your quest for tracing
your roots in mainland India.

Firstly, I tried some Fijiindians who had been through this process and the response was
unbelievable! I then got a good understanding why we can’t unite Fijiindians on anything. All the
problems that I observed during the first 26 years of my life while growing up in Fiji started to make
sense including the first military coup of 1987, something that I experienced first hand as a layman.
Around this time, I had launched my first book on Fiji, ‘Rahul’s Road: Memories of a Fijiindian
Childhood’ and had started work on the next book, ‘Gulaami: Slavery in Fiji’. As a result, many
individuals of Indian origin and those from Fiji started communicating with me regarding my books
through my website www.kpspublications.com.

Networking
Most were interested in the charity work I was doing through my publications as all proceeds from
the sale of my books (including my out of pocket expenses) were being used for good cause and
mainly focussed on education opportunities for the disadvantaged children who wanted to pursue
higher education. One of the major beneficiaries so far has been the University of Fiji through
provision of IT equipments.
Through my website communication, I met some very good people such as Satish Rai of
http://raivision.com.au in Sydney, Vanita Nair of www.girmitunited.org in Brisbane, Dr Ganesh
Chand from Fiji and many others.
From overseas, I met a very good colleague who is now very close to me and like my elder brother,
Ram Janam Misra, a retired major in the Singapore army and originally from Azamgarh area in Uttar
Pradesh, an area from where my Aja Ji had originated.

Misra Ji at the time was the President of the Singapore Bhojpuri Association. This is where it all
began for me!
With Misra Ji’s blessings, several other doors were opened for my cause including seeking assistance
from every single person that he knew including those from relevant departments and ministries in
India. Request for assistance was also posted on websites such as Bhojpuri Association of India
(www.bhojpuriindia.org) and Bhojpuri Express Network (www.bhojpuriexpress.com).

[Anishwar Singh on left with author in Hyderabad – February 2009]

I also met some very prominent individuals through the network such as Anishwar Singh from
Hyderabad, India and Sailesh Mishra from Texas, USA.
Sailesh Ji is heavily involved in trying to provide a platform to bridge the gap between the first
generation Bhojpuriyas in India and the descendants of the emigrant Girmitiyas who are now living in
various parts of the world through his Bhojpuri Express Network (www.bhojpuriexpress.com).
Several people from India came forward to assist me but they all requested a minimum of US$500
per ancestor to undertake investigations. On Ram Janam Misra Ji’s advice, I went against this as our
ancestors had been removed from India due to money being paid to the recruiting agents and now
we, the descendants had to pay others to discover our roots? This did not sound right to me!
I began to realise the frustrations that people like me had to go through to discover their Indian
roots and also understood why many individuals just do not bother to take such tasks any further.

The frustrations in trying to make a breakthrough in finding confirmation of the ancestral villages
reached such a stage, that Ram Janam Misra actually agreed to take me personally to India and we
were to locate the relevant villages ourselves!
There is no database in India that holds relevant information on all villages that currently exist. A
contact was established with a colleague of Ram Janam Misra at the Banaras Hindu University,
Professor Rajendra Rai who is the Professor of Economics, in the Faculty of Social Sciences and is
well versed with the villages in Uttar Pradesh. He was able to confirm the existence of my Aja Ji’s
village which had now became a town but could not find any relatives.

[Professor Rajendra Rai on left with author in Varanasi – March 2009]

Positive Result
A breakthrough came when Anishwar Singh from Hyderabad confirmed my Mausa Ji’s village near
Basti. This was a major motivation for me as I had finally tracked two ancestral villages. My main
aim was to visit the villages and see the place from where my ancestors had originated. I wasn’t
expecting to find any relatives!

Recommended Agent in India
I found out that Anishwar Singh is a travel agent based in Hyderabad and has a good network within
India in almost all States. He is also a very dedicated and loyal member of the Bhojpuri Association
of India.

As a result I gave him the task of arranging all my travels within India including those to my
ancestral villages. I also gave him the responsibility of tracking down my Nani Ji’s village.
The arrangements included finding reliable drivers, hotels, flights and where requested, a trust
worthy guide. All these at great local prices and I was made to feel at home among my own people
without the fear of being overcharged, as everything was done through Anishwar.
As I have tried this service personally, I very strongly recommend it to others especially those
planning a trip for the first time to India and those planning to visit their ancestral village.
If you have managed to get copies of your ancestor’s immigration pass, I strongly suggest that you
get in touch with Anishwar and provide him with a scan copy. Leave the rest to him as he will track
the village and arrange your travel.
The reason why I am suggesting giving him a copy is because I tried to read to village name of my
Mausa Ji which to me appeared to be ‘Deradeha’ in Basti under Kalwari Thana.
Based on this, Anishwar tracked down the village of ‘Dardeeha’ in the same district and under the
same Police Thana. When I finally reached this village, I could not find any relations there. When
the Police Guard who was with me looked at the copy of the pass I had, he said that it was
‘Devadeha’ village! As result, I had lost valuable time that I could have spent at the correct village
which was far away from where I was. In hindsight, giving an actual copy of the immigration pass
to Anishwar would have saved me from wasting my valuable time on the ground.
The immigration passes were filled by the British and they had a strange way of spelling places and
their hand writing was no different.
The pass on the next page shows what I have just explained. You be the judge! Also note the actual
thumb print of my Mausa Ji on the top right hand side.
Once you get in touch with Anishwar, let him know where and when you are arriving in India and
he will pick up the rest for you. Once this has been done, all that would be required of you is to
communicate with the villagers when you arrive there.
Even here, you really don’t have to worry too much. Your hired driver can assist as well in terms of
taking you to the right individuals in the village such as the village head from where the
investigation/search for relatives can commence.
Even if you don’t find any relations, do not panic or feel let down. Get a good tour of the village,
take pictures and document your trip well for reference by future generations.
I was so impressed with Anishwar Ji’s service and commitment, that I just told him where else I
needed to visit in India (as I had over a month to spend) and he took care of it all.
My own investigations at hotels where I was staying confirmed that he was being charged tariff at
about 50 to 60 percent less than what I was being offered at the same hotel as a discounted rate.
The same situation existed with vehicle hires as well.

[Mausa Ji’s Immigration Pass: See the way village name is written. Anyone can be mistaken
like I was, which can result in losing valuable time while in India.]

Anishwar’s contact details are as follows:
BKS & DKS (Bharat Ki Sair & Duniya Ki Sair)
Contact Person in Hyderabad:
Anishwar Singh
Ph: +91-9849537991, +91-9392287201
bks.dks@gmail.com
hyderabad@duniyakisair.com ; www.duniyakisair.com
New Delhi:
Rakesh Mohan Singh
Ph: +91-9810554438, +91-11-26013809
bksanddks@gmail.com
consult@duniyakisair.com

Travel Modes
The best recommended mode of travel is by air and road where possible. Use a chauffeur driven
hire car for ease of mind and to know that you are in safe hands.
I recommend against long journeys by road as it can be tiring and if you want to do it, it needs to be
broken down along the way in terms of getting good rest so that tiredness do not settle in to spoil
the trip!
Some classic examples of mode of travel by road in India are as follows:

Some Recommended Do’s in India
When you are in India and any festival falls during your stay, celebrate it with the locals like I did for
with the Holi in Gorakhpur.
If you don’t have the rung that you need, cry poor, snatch it from your opponent and then apply it
on him. The picture below says it all!

Always respect others no matter who they are and you will get the same respect in return.

If you are able to visit Varanasi, try and use your driver or the hotel where you are staying to arrange
for a reliable and honest Pandit Ji who can perform pooja early in the morning on the holy Ganges
River. This is normally done for the salvation of all ancestors’ souls.

I was able to do this on a boat right in the middle of the river and at the end of it all, felt very good
that I had somehow, fulfilled my obligation to the ancestors even though I had never met them in
person.

Some Recommended Do nots in India
Indians treat their guests as God so while in the village, do not refuse any drink or sweets that is
presented to you. Drink the water (even if you take a sip) and a small bite of the sweet, this gesture
would be appreciated.
One can very easily offend the hosts if you out rightly refuse to drink/eat what has been respectfully
offered.
By all means stick to your bottled water and healthy eating but do observe the local protocols while
in someone else’s territory. The last thing one should do is to try and impose the foreign culture
that one is used to on others.
Don’t make the mistake of giving money to your elders while in the village. This is seen as
disrespect and I made this mistake without knowing about it. If you feel obligated to give money to
your relatives in the village then the best way to do so is to give it to the young children of your
relatives. This tradition/protocol is acceptable.
I found out about the protocol of not giving money to elders in the village from Anishwar Singh
when I narrated to him of what all happened in the village and how I went about meeting everyone.
Anishwar himself is from a village near Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh and is well-versed with the local
culture and tradition of the villages in the area. He was of the view that I knew all the protocols but
one does learn quickly!

Anishwar used to keep a track on my movements and continuously getting feedback from me on the
services I was receiving. I was told that if I was not happy about anything, all I had to do was
command and it would be attended to straight away. This included things like the driver, guide and
even the hotel where I was staying. Such five star services, at low rates are unheard of!

[Mausa Ji’s nephews and their children in Devadeha village in Basti.]

The other matter to note is that while you are in the village and have found your relatives, it is
customary for them to give you some gift such as a piece of cloth or a small amount of money.
Accept it without hesitation and show your appreciation verbally by thanking them. Do not refuse it
as it will be seen as disrespectful. Such gifts are presented when someone comes to their
home/village for the first time.

[Mausa Ji’s nephews next to my vehicle with Umesh Pandey (Police Guard) looking on.]

[Our very friendly driver, Ekram Shah for the Uttar Pradesh tour of ancestral villages, on right with a
Police friend having tea by the road side in Azamgarh.]

In Conclusion
I hope the guidance provided in my papers would go some way in assisting others in tracing their
roots in India. All the views expressed and services being recommended are purely based on my
personal experiences which I hope will be beneficial to those who are thinking of undertaking their
first travel to India.
I am in no way associated with any of the businesses in India and by nature I am a very hard person
to be pleased to get any endorsement of the services I experience. Everything has to be spot on and
to my satisfaction otherwise I would never recommend it to anyone.
I will be covering more of my personal experiences on the recent trip to India in my next book
‘Gulaami: Slavery in Fiji’.
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